The Odyssey Background (pg. 1088-1096)
Notes about the author, Homer:
· Questions about whether or not he actually existed.  Poems credited to Homer might possibly have been composed by one or two other talented storytellers.

· Lived sometime between 900 and 770 B.C. on the island of Chios in the southern Aegean Sea

· Blind
· Traveled from place to place, telling stories of Ancient Greek heroes (oral tradition – and the greatest form of entertainment for crowds at the time)

· The Iliad  (the story of the Trojan War) and The Odyssey (the story of Odysseus’ journey home from the Trojan War) are two epic poems credited to Homer.

Review of the Iliad:
The Iliad is about the Trojan war. The war began because Paris, prince of the Trojans, stole Helen, the most beautiful woman in the world, from the king of Sparta, Menelaus. Menelaus cried out to the kings of the other Greek kingdoms for help and followed them to Troy with thousands of men to rage war against Troy and Troy’s king, Priam, and steal his wife back. The main character of the Iliad and the hero of the Greek army is Achilles. The war rages for ten years, with some of the gods and goddesses helping each side. With the leadership of Achilles, the Greeks seem to be winning, especially after Achilles himself slays Hector, Paris’ brother and the oldest prince of Troy. Paris, the younger brother, kills Achilles to avenge his brother’s death. Without Achilles, the Greeks have very little hope, until Odysseus, the ruler of Ithaca and friend to Menelaus, comes up with a great idea. The Greeks fake surrender to the Trojans by building a gigantic wooden horse, which they leave as a supposed gift at the gates of Troy. The Trojans bring it inside their walls and celebrate their victory well into the night. When all of Troy’s warriors are asleep, the Greeks emerge from their hiding place inside of the wooden horse,  destroy Troy, and kill every remaining warrior.  They burn down the entire city, and slay the citizens – even women and children. Odysseus takes credit for defeating the Trojans himself, offending Poseidon, who aided him.  Poseidon will now (Error on student copy – change “not” to “now”) make Odysseus suffer for his arrogance.
Epic Literary Terms:

Epic: a long, narrative poem about the adventures of a hero whose actions reflect the ideals and values of a nation or race. 

Characteristics of an Epic Plot:



An Epic plot involves a long, difficult journey, full of complications, such as:

*
strange creatures


*   large-scale events 
*
divine intervention


*   treacherous weather

Characteristics of an Epic setting:  



*   fantastic, magical, or exotic lands



*   involves more than one nation or location

Epic Themes:



Reflect such universal concerns as




*  courage



*  the fate of a nation



*  a homecoming


*  beauty



*  loyalty



*  life and death
Epic Hero: a larger than life figure who embodies the ideals of a nation or race. Epic heroes take part in dangerous adventures, accomplish great deeds, and take long, difficult journeys that force them to display great courage and superhuman strength.

Characteristics of an Epic Hero:


*  possesses super-human strength, craftiness (sneaky intelligence), and confidence


*  is helped and harmed by interfering gods and goddesses
*  embodies ideals and values that the culture considers admirable (The Greeks valued bravery, wisdom, strength, beauty, and heroic achievements in battle)


*  emerges victorious from perilous (dangerous) situations
*  HAS A TRAGIC FLAW – a character trait that would cause unintended harm to loved ones.

Classic Examples of Epics: 

Beowulf, The Iliad, The Odyssey, The Aeneid, The Epic of Gilgamesh

Modern Examples of Epics in novel and film: 
Ben-Hur, Gone With the Wind, Star Wars, Titanic, Troy, 300, 2001: A Space Odyssey, Gladiator, The Magnificent Seven, The Lord of the Rings, Forest Gump, Braveheart
Other Literary Terms:

Characterization: The methods a writer uses to develop characters. There are four methods of characterization,


1. a writer may describe the character’s physical appearance


2. a character’s nature may be shown through their thoughts, words, and actions


3. a character can be developed by what other characters say about them


4. the narrator can make direct comments about a character’s nature

Round Character: a character that is well-developed and complex with many honorable and difficult personality traits. 

Flat Character: a character that is stereotypical or has only one basic personality trait

Dynamic Character: a character that changes or grows throughout a work of literature

Static Character: a character that does not change, no matter what happens in the story

Archetype:  a repeated pattern of character or theme that appears in a culture’s literature, religion, or pop culture.
Examples of archetypes:

*
sea monster

*
buried treasure
*  epic hero
*
wicked temptress
*
suitors’ contest
*  loyal servant
Epithet:  A brief descriptive phrase used to characterize a particular person or thing.  (Ex:  Mrs. McClure, a Language Arts teacher, enjoys reading The Odyssey.  “A Language Arts teacher” is an epithet.)
Allusion:  A reference to a famous person, place, or event without specifically naming that person, place, or event.  
Epic Simile:   A comparison between two unlike things (often without the use of the word like or as) that develops over the course of several lines of Homer’s poetry.
