The Odyssey Background (pg. 1088-1096)
Notes about the author, Homer:
Review of the Iliad:
The Iliad is about the _______________ war. The war began because Paris, prince of the _____________, stole ____________, the most beautiful woman in the world, from the king of _______________, Menelaus. Menelaus cried out to the kings of the other Greek kingdoms for help and followed them to Troy with thousands of men to rage war against Troy and Troy’s king, Priam, and steal his wife back. The main character of the Iliad and the hero of the Greek army is _______________. The war rages for ten years, with some of the gods and goddesses helping each side. With the leadership of Achilles, the Greeks seem to be winning, especially after Achilles himself slays _________________, Paris’ brother and the oldest prince of Troy. Paris, the younger brother, kills Achilles to avenge his brother’s death. Without Achilles, the Greeks have very little hope, until ________________, the ruler of Ithaca and friend to Menelaus, comes up with a great idea. The Greeks fake surrender to the Trojans by building a gigantic ________________________, which they leave as a supposed gift at the gates of Troy. The Trojans bring it inside their walls and celebrate their victory well into the night. When all of Troy’s warriors are asleep, the Greeks emerge from their hiding place inside of the wooden horse,  destroy Troy, and kill every remaining warrior.  They burn down the entire city, and slay the citizens – even women and children. Odysseus takes credit for defeating the Trojans himself, offending Poseidon, who aided him.  Poseidon will not make Odysseus suffer for his arrogance.
Epic Literary Terms:

Epic: a long, narrative poem about the adventures of a hero whose actions reflect the ideals and values of a nation or race. 

Characteristics of an Epic Plot:



An Epic plot involves a long, difficult journey, full of complications, such as:
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Characteristics of an Epic setting:
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Epic Themes:



Reflect such universal concerns as
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Epic Hero: a larger than life figure who embodies the ideals of a nation or race. Epic heroes take part in dangerous adventures, accomplish great deeds, and take long, difficult journeys that force them to display great courage and superhuman strength.

Characteristics of an Epic Hero:
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Classic Examples of Epics: 

Beowulf, The Iliad, The Odyssey, The Aeneid, The Epic of Gilgamesh

Modern Examples of Epics in novel and film: 
Ben-Hur, Gone With the Wind, Star Wars, Titanic, Troy, 300, 2001: A Space Odyssey, Gladiator, The Magnificent Seven, The Lord of the Rings, Forest Gump, Braveheart
Other Literary Terms:

Characterization: The methods a writer uses to develop characters. There are four methods of characterization,


1. a writer may describe the character’s physical appearance


2. a character’s nature may be shown through their thoughts, words, and actions


3. a character can be developed by what other characters say about them


4. the narrator can make direct comments about a character’s nature

Round Character: a character that is well-developed and complex with many honorable and difficult personality traits. 

Flat Character: a character that is stereotypical or has only one basic personality trait

Dynamic Character: a character that changes or grows throughout a work of literature

Static Character: a character that does not change, no matter what happens in the story

Archetype:
Examples of archetypes:
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Epithet:

Allusion:
Epic Simile: 
