TKAM – Scottsboro: An American Tragedy
Name 






Viewer’s Guide
On March 25, 1931, a train left Chattanooga unknowingly carrying about two dozen hobos.  This was the start of an event that would span several decades and bring arguments, unrest, and finally the beginnings of the Civil Rights movement to Alabama.

DAY ONE (2:43-18:15)

1. What started the fight between the groups of black and white hobos?

2. When the train stopped in Paint Rock, AL a posse had organized to get the boys.  What did they ‘discover’?

3. What did Victoria Price and Ruby Bates allege had happened?

4. Where were the 9 boys taken?

5. What was the mood outside the jail?

6. What was the Sheriff’s reaction?  Who did he call?

7. List the nine boys…

Charlie Weems (19)
Olen Montgomery
Andy Wright (19)


Eugene Williams (13)
Clarence Norris

Roy Wright (13)


Willie Roberson

Ozie Powell

Haywood Patterson (18)

8. Describe the economy of Alabama in 1931.

9. What kind of life had Victoria and Ruby led up until now?

10. Describe the scene on the morning that the trail started…

11. As the economical misery of life during the Depression rose, what other feelings, tensions, etc. were rising

12. What does “corroborated” mean? (As in, Ruby “corroborated” Victoria’s story?)
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DAY TWO (19:38-39:57)
1. Describe the trial and outcome…

2. Which group was the first to step up and offer assistance to the boys?

3. What is the ILD?  How did they gain access to the Scottsboro boys in prison?

4. Who was found to represent the boys?  What was he known for?

5. The trial was moved to Decatur, AL.  Howard Patterson was the first to be tried; Why?

6. Describe the Jury…

7. What happened to Ruby Bates?

8. Describe Victoria Price’s testimony…

9. Describe Liebowitz’s cross-examination…

10. How can you tell if someone is lying?
