Of Mice and Men: Chapter 1 Reading and Study Guide

1.  Where did the bus drop the two men off?  A couple miles from the ranch in Soledad.
2.  How is George described?  Small yet muscular, smart, compassionate.
3.  How is Lennie described?  Big & dumb; child-like disposition, fascinated w/small fuzzy creatures.
4.  What does Lennie do with the water that makes him proud of himself?  Makes rings in it.
5.  What does Lennie not have in his pocket?  The work ticket.
6.  Why does Lennie not have it in his pocket?  George says Lennie would lose the ticket, so he keeps it.
7.  What does Lennie take out of his pocket that gets him yelled at by George?  Mouse.
8.  What did Lennie want to do with this item?  He wants to pet it.
9.  Where are George and Lennie going?  Going to a ranch to get a job.
10.  From where are George and Lennie coming?  From a town called Weed.
11.  When they get to where they are going, what does George tell Lennie to do?  George tells Lennie to be silent.
12.  Why did George and Lennie leave the last place they were at?  Lennie kept getting in trouble and made them have to leave.
13.  When Lennie goes out to get wood for a fire, what does he bring back that George takes away?  A dead mouse.
14.  Who used to give Lennie mice?  His Aunt Clara
15.  Why did she stop giving Lennie mice?  He kept killing them.
16.   What does Lennie want with his dinner that they don’t have?  Ketchup
17.  What does George imply happened in Weed with the girl?  He implies that Lennie was in trouble for touching the girl inappropriately.
18.  What dream does George and Lennie share?  A house with some acres of land and rabbits.
19.  Where does George tell Lennie to go if he gets in trouble?  Hide in the brush.
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1.  According to the old man, why was the boss mad at George and Lennie?  They were late on the first day of work.
2.  What does George find in the box by his bed and what does he assume?  He finds a yellow can of poison and things the bed is infested.
3. Describe the “stable buck.”  What physical attributes does he have?  What does the boss use him for?  

A black man with a back injury; he likes to read and does small jobs around the farm / takes care of the horses.
4.  Describe the fight between the “stable buck” and Smitty. 
Smitty can’t use his feel or he would have killed him.
5.  What is Lennie’s last name?  Small
6.  What does the boss suspect George of doing to Lennie?  What makes him think this?  
Taking his money.
7.  What reason does George give for taking care of Lennie? 
He’s my cousin – he got kicked in the head by a horse when he was a kid.

8.  What is George’s last name?  Milton
9.  Who is Curley?  
The boss’ son.
10.  What does the swamper tell George about Curley’s left hand?  
He leaves it in a glove of Vaseline…for his wife.
11.  Describe Curley’s wife.  
Tramp, pretty, has a wandering eye. 
12.  Why does she come into the bunkhouse?  

Looking for Curley and Slim.
13.  Describe Slim.  What is his job on the ranch?  What are some of his character traits?  
Kind, ageless face, gentlemanly, fat ( foreman of barley bucking group.
14.  What did Slim do to four of his pups?  Why?  
He drowns them because the mom can’t feed them all.
15.  What does Lennie want George to ask Slim?  
Lennie wants a puppy that’s brown & white.
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1.  What does Slim say he would have done to the dog if he hadn’t given it to Lennie?  
Drowned it.
2.  What does Slim say he finds funny?  
It’s funny how Lennie & George travel together.
3.  George says if he were really smart he would be doing what?  
He’d have his own place with crops.
4.  What is the story behind why Lennie and George travel together?  
Because Aunt Clara died…George feels responsible for Lennie.
5.  What can the reader infer about Lennie’s childhood and family life?  
No one wanted him.
6.  What did George do once that made him stop playing jokes on Lennie?  
George told Lennie to jump in the river, but Lennie couldn’t swim and almost drowned.
7.  What card game does George play?  

Euchre
8.  What does George tell Slim happened in Weed?  
Lennie held on to the girl’s dress and she accused him of rape.

9.  What sneaky thing does Lennie try to do?  
Hide the puppy.
10.  What game has the other guys been playing while George and Slim talk? 
Horseshoes.
11.  What is Carlson’s problem and what does he tell Candy to do?  
The dog smells and it’s worthless; kill it.
12.  What reasons does Carlson give for wanting Candy’s dog shot?  
It smells bad, is in pain, and wouldn’t know what hit him.
13.  What does Whit show Slim?  

A published letter in a magazine by William Tenner.
14.  What does Carlson say he has?  
A Luger pistol.
15.  What does Slim tell Carlson to take with him when goes to shoot Candy’s dog?  Why? 
A shovel, to bury it.
16.   Whit says that George and Lennie must have come to work.  What reason does he give?  
Because they came on a Friday.
17.  What does Whit invite George to do “tomorrow” night?  
Go to a Brothel.
18.  Why don’t the guys visit Clara’s house instead of Susy’s?  
Clara’s isn’t clean.
19.  Why does George say he will go and get a drink but that he isn’t going to pay for a flop?  
Because he’s saving for his dream house.
20.  What is Curley looking for?  

His wife.
21.  What does Curley think Slim is doing?  

His wife.
22.  What is Slim really doing in the barn?  
Fixing a hoof with tar.
23.  Who has been listening to and finally interrupts George and Lennie’s conversation about the ranch?  

Candy.
24.  For what reason would the people sell the ranch for only $600?  

The woman needs an operation.
25.  How did Candy get $250?  
As a payment for when he got his hand cut off.
26.  What is George afraid will happen to them if others find out they are going to buy a ranch? 
They’ll get “canned” so they can’t make no stake.
27.  What does Candy tell George he wishes he had done?  
He should have shot the dog himself.
28.  Why was Lennie smiling?  
Thinking of the dream house/ranch idea.
29.  About what does Curley think Lennie smiling about?  
Curley thinks Lennie is laughing at him… or that he’s thinking about Curley’s wife.
30.  What happens between Curley and Lennie?  

They fight; Lennie breaks Curley’s hand.
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1.  What are two books that Crooks owns?  
A dictionary and the California Civil Code for 1905
2.  How does Crooks react to Lennie when he comes to visit? 
At first, he’s angry
3.  For what reason did Lennie come to the barn?  To pet the puppies
4.  Where is George?  At the brothel.
5.  What do we learn about Crooks family?  They were the only black family around & they used to play with white kids.
6.  What does Lennie tell Crooks, even though he probably shouldn’t have?  About the dream house plan and the rabbits.
7.  What is Crook’s opinion of George and Lennie desire to get land?  It’ll never happen.
8.  About what did Candy want to talk to Lennie?  He’d figured out how to build a rabbit house.
9.  Where is George’s money going, according to Crooks.  To the brothel house and the bars.
10.  Who visits Crooks, Candy, and Lennie?  Curley’s wife.
11.  What do we learn about Curley’s wife?  She’s lovely and could have been someone.
12.  Before Curley’s wife leaves, what does she notice about Lennie?  The bruises on his face.
13.  What does Curley’s wife say she could have done to Crooks?  Got him lynched.
14.  What is the last thing Crooks says to Candy?  He says he’s just kidding and wouldn’t want to go to the ranch.
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Chapter 5   p.84
1.  What day and time is it at the beginning of chapter 5?  Sunday afternoon
2.  What is Lennie doing in the barn by himself?  Burying the dead puppy in the hay.
3.  Why does Lennie think that he might not get to tend the rabbits?  Because he killed the puppy.
4.  Who visits Lennie in the barn?  Curley’s wife.
5.  According to Curley’s wife, why isn’t anyone going to leave the horseshoe tournament?  Because they bet $4, so they’re not gonna leave. (p.87)
6.  According to Curley’s wife, how come she didn’t get into show business?  Her mom wouldn’t let her because she was 15. (p.88)
7.  What can we infer is the reason Curley’s wife married Curley?  For money and a home, and to spite her mom.
8.  What plan does Lennie have to avoid getting in trouble?  Hiding the dead puppy.
9.  What did Lennie lose that he wishes he had now?  His piece of velvet from Aunt Clara.
10.  For what does Curley’s wife yell at Lennie?  Messing up her hair.
11.  What did Lennie do to Curley’s wife?  He smothers her and breaks her neck.
12.  Who finds Curley’s wife?  Candy, the old guy
13.  What does Candy hopefully ask George?  If they can still move out to a ranch
14.  What favor does George ask of Candy?  Not to tell anyone that he saw her dead.
15.  What does Carlson think happened to his Luger?  Lennie stole it.
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Chapter 6
16.  Where is Lennie hiding?  He’s hiding in the brush/bushes.
17.  With whom does Lennie have his first imaginary conversation?  Aunt Clara
18.  With whom/what does Lennie have his second imaginary conversation?   The large bunny rabbit.
19.  What story does George tell Lennie?   About the farm & future.
20.  What does he do while telling him this story?  Shoots him in the back of the head/neck.
V. Paragraph: Write a 100-word paragraph answer to the following questions.  Use quotes from the book to support your answer.

21.  Write whether or not George was justified in what he did to Lennie.
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